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Preface
This special issue consists of selected papers from a conference in Chongqing in 2004. This was the ﬁrst international
conference jointly organized by the Southwest Asian Mathematics Society and Southwest China University held on the
campus of Southwest University at Beibei, Chongqing, China, 20th–24th October 2004. The title of the conference was
“Discrete Mathematics with its Application in Information Science and Related Topics”. We chose these topics because
we believe that discrete mathematics and its applications will become increasingly important in the 21st century. We
also wholeheartedly thank Professor P.L. Hammer, then editor-in-chief of Discrete Mathematics, for his enthusiastic
support, although he was ﬁnally unable to come to Chongqing. We thank him for encouraging us to edit a special issue
for the conference.
There were over 250 participants attending this conference. Apart from our graduate students and colleagues,
mathematicians came fromVietnam, Thailand, the Phillippines, Cambodia, Brunei, Taiwan, India, Slovenia, Singapore,
Hong Kong, Japan, Hungary, Poland, France, Romania, Italy, Germany, USA, Israel, and Russia. In particular, we
would like to thank Professor Wang Yuen, the academician of the Chinese Academy of Science in Beijing, who come
to address the opening ceremony of the conference.We are also grateful to Professor Jian-fangWang (ChineseAcademy
of Science, Beijing), M. Jambu (CIMPA, Nice), B. Wegner (Zentralblatt für Math., Berlin), M.M. Deza (Paris), M.
Ito (Kyoto), P. Corssini (Udine), L.A. Bokut (Novosibirsk), V.A. Artamanov (Moscow), P. Domosi (Debrecen), M.
Ferrero (Brazil), M.K. Sen and T.K. Dutta (Calcutta), K. Glazak (Zielona), T.Y. Huang (Taipei), Larry Xue and George
Szeto (Illinois), L. Marki and P.N. Ann (Budapest), Nguyen Van Sanh (Bangkok and Hue), M. Brešar (Slovenia), W.S.
Cheung (Hong Kong), E.C. Tan (Singapore), Tzvic Arad (Bar-Ilan), K. Denecke (Potsdam), V. Leoreanu (Bucharest),
S. Ferenczi (Luminy), and many experts in discrete mathematics and information science who came from abroad to give
insightful and stimulating lectures. They brought us the most recent advances in mathematical research. Their coming
made the conference a great success and also stimulated the mathematical interest of our young generation. Through
this conference, we have established closer academic linkages and collaborations with individuals and institutions
abroad. We hope in the near future to have more conferences of the same kind in Chongqing.
Southwest University is a key comprehensive university, directly subordinate to the Ministry of Education. It was
newly established in July 2005 through amalgamation of the former Southwest China Normal University and Southwest
Agricultural University. Before the amalgamation, these two universities were neighbors, with only a wall in between,
and they had a long historic relationship that can be traced back to their common origin, East Sichuan Teachers College,
in 1906. The university is near the beautiful Jialing River and located at the foot of Jinyun Mountain, a state-level scenic
spot, in Beibei District of Chongqing Municipality. It is noted for its research in pedagogy, psychology, and agronomy,
especially silkworm genome research.
Due to the historical and geographic background, the mathematical strength in the West and Southwest parts of
China is relatively weaker than many other parts of China; in fact, we are a bit isolated. We also admit that there still
exist gaps in mathematical research between the east and the west. However, we are glad that the central government of
China and government of Chongqing have recently put more efforts and resources for the development of science and
technology in the west and southwest parts of China. The training and education of the young generation has become a
challenging task for our university and colleagues. We are glad to have such a signiﬁcant conference held in Chongqing
and we look forward to working more closely with SEAMS so that we can jointly promote mathematical activities in
the region of Southwest Asia. We appreciate very much that SEAMS is working so hard to push up the mathematical
level of the developing countries in the Southwest Asian region. We hope that NFS of China, UNESO, IMU, ICTP,
CIMPA, and other funding organizations will continue to support the mathematical activities, in particular, support
young mathematicians coming from developing countries to participate in more international and regional conferences.
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In this conference, we have collected many good papers contributed by our speakers. We take this opportunity to
thank the Journal of Discrete Mathematics and in particular Professor P.L. Hammer for the generous support.
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